EVENT DETAILS:
Date: Thursday, 2 April 2009

Venue: Room 920, Level 9
Melbourne Law School

185 Pelham Street Carlton

12.45 - 2.00pm
law-iilah@unimelb.edu.au
03 8344 6589

[ITLAH SEMINAR
SAFETY STANDARDS AND INDIGENOUS PRODUCTS:

WHAT ROLE FOR TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE?

PRESENTED BY MEREDITH KOLSKY LEWIS
(VICTORIA UNIVERSITY OF WELLINGTON LAW FACULTY)

Professor Anne Orford will chair the seminar.

In this seminar Meredith will examine legal questions
relating to the export of indigenous plant-based foods
and medicinal products. In particular, it will look at recent
bans and other forms of import restrictions on kava from
Pacific Island countries and tea tree oil from Australia.
Both products have traditional uses which date back
hundreds of years. In both cases, the products have
been adapted into new uses, and health problems have
been linked to these new uses. Yet the trade restrictions
have covered the products as a whole, thus burdening
the traditional uses as well as the new, adapted uses.
The seminar will consider the implications of such bans
on indigenous communities/developing countries, and
explore whether steps could be taken to minimise the
risk of imposing overbroad regulations on products
which may have a traditional and safe use as well as
new, perhaps not-so-safe uses. In this regard Meredith
will suggest that traditional knowledge, which is at
present a concept limited to the intellectual property/
TRIPS context within the WTO, may also have a role to
play in the SPS and TBT contexts.

Light lunch available @ 12.45pm in room 920.
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